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774 Boylston Street Garage 

Full Demolition ï May 2022 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    774 Boylston Street 

Owner:    Redemptoris Mater Seminary 

Building Type:   Detached Garage (full)  

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

                    
 

 
                        

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
 

The garage at 774 Boylston Street sits on the Infant Jesus-St. Lawrence Roman Catholic Parish complex alongside a 

church and rectory. In 1895, Father Lawrence J. Morris purchased land along Boylston Streetfrom the Heath to create a 

place of worship for Brooklineôs significant second and third generation Irish American population. The first building 

constructed on the site was the English Gothic Revival-style church, which opened its doors in 1898 and was enlarged in 

1913 to accommodate a rapidly expanding congregation. The transitional Shingle Style-Colonial Revival rectory was 

constructed shortly after, in 1900. Both buildings plus the church addition were designed by F. Joseph Untersee, a Swiss-

born, Brookline-based architect. Although he was primarily known for his ecclesiastical designs in New England and New 

York, he also completed commissions for public, commercial, and residential buildings in Brookline, including the 

Brookline Savings Bank and the Public Bath House. 

The wood garage at 774 Boylston Street is a fairly early example of the building type, having been constructed c.1913, 

roughly the same time that Henry Ford introduced the moving assembly line. The garage is a wood frame building that rises 

one story to an asphalt roof and is clad in shingles. The garage is comprised of two rectangular sections, a larger rectangular 

section that features two garage door openings with modern metal paneled doors with wood or metal infill above and a 

narrower rectangular section at the rear. The gable ends feature vergeboards with brackets, and the side eaves have projecting 

rafter tails. Although slightly later than the rectory, the garage utilizes a complementary vocabulary, and there appears to 

be a dialogue between the buildings. While no architect for the building was listed, it is likely that Untersee, who had 

designed the other buildings on the site and was designing an addition to the rear of the chapel around the time the garage 

was constructed, was responsible for the design of the garage as well.   
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The garage at 774 Boylston Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, 

political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The garage at 774 Boylston Street retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

Aerial view of the property, looking north. 

Aerial view of the property, looking east 
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Aerial view of the property, looking south 

 

Aerial view of the property, looking west 
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Views of the building from 

Reservoir Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


